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He s Holding Franco’s TD Ball§

In Hope Of Trade With Steelers

By MIKE ANDERSON
, Jim Baker of West Mifflin
says be has something
bundreds of Pitlsburgh Steeler
fans would give their right
arm and/or morey for —
fooiball Francoe Hatris carried
acrass the goal line for the
winning touehdo wn in the
Steebers” miracke victory over
Dakland last Saturday.
Hinis Trade
The awner of an aubo body
shep already has offered
Baker §1,000 for ihe Ball, bul

Boker says it"s nof for sale.
He wanis it to get back inte
the hands of Framsco,

1 dan®t feel It showld be
sold. 1 want to see France get
it somelow. He's dome =0
mieh for this tows,™ be salbd.
“Mavhe a trade with the Sleel
&r MANA et for am awle=
graphed fooiball or two.

Teny Siagno, ihe leader of
Franco's Italian Army and an
Exst Liberty baker, offered
Baker a ot of “dough™ &

ticket to Bunday’s game and a
lifetime supply of birthday
cakes for the ball. But Eaker
is halling out,

Hectic Week For Baker

The pasl week was hectic for
Baker. His second son, Sam-
uel, was born Dec. 19,

On Saturday, the day of the
fame, he went fo the ital
te being hiz wife, Mary, and
Samuwe]l home.

“T told the dector T had is go
Lo work early and would it be

FoEDS IR from. ihose wha

akay lo pick them vp early, T
dida't want to say 1 had to ged
to the foathall game, T showed
up late for the game as It
was,"

Samue] has played second
liddle to a football all week,

Friends Saw Ball
“When |1 got home, 1 called
our friepds and they came
over to see the ball, not the

© haby. Thay wanied o towch it.

It was unreal,™ Baker said.
How Baker got the ball is a

&la itgelf, He and
# other fans circled
t}n ﬂald in that last nimuie
il ag Fran-

am ugh the end zona

and lharrmnihh fans,

B | by iy
5 WHE 50 up

an official. After the long dis-
cassion and the teuchdewn
wias awarded, the ball was sed
down for the extra point and

Roy Gerela kicked It through.

The kick was but it
sliced o the right and car-
omed off the comcrete wall.

Baker toek off o a dead run
and fell on the ball like Andy
Russell does to a famble,
10 Oibers Chased Ball
At least 10 ather
in kot pursuit, mﬁm
apd they landed right on him.

The ball slarted iv squirt
away, buat Baker frantically

ls, grabbed it back.

Amid ﬂ!ﬂﬂtﬂhgﬁ;lnre L1

sed iheir
chanee, Baker stuffed ibe ball
inside his eoat and left.

He pald the price,

He has bruises and a sore
neck. His coal amd 5 were
torm, and the lens of Bis 35-mil-

limater ' camera waz
serafched. “But it"s worlh it,™
he zald.

*“I was afraid fo walk over
to where my car was parked
downtown, so I hailed a car
and paid & guy fo drive me
oVEr,

“Funny, but the goy and his
girl didn"t evem get In the

game. They came looking for
lhhﬂi but couldn't get any, 5o

ihey sal in the car and lis-
tened ta it

I]1:H! :;dant;d I;m towch the hll
| al was paymen
-urmlp‘.ih but I paid him any-

“Ehu he got home, Baker
showed the ball to his 'ﬂift

“I was really excited and
happy for him,” Mary said.
“The baby sort of ook a back
scat as &
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thezs people came

=Prew Phalo by Reber L Pavechak

Benjie Baker gets o 'kick' out of 'France's’ football his father retrieved during Steelers’ win ever Oakland.

aver bo look.at the ball They
just eouldn’t believe it.”

Their older boy, Benjie, 22
months, has had a let of tu{
with the ball. He's pra
Gerela-style kicks with it.

The whale family is
abaut it, but most of all Bake
hlnmit.

“Between the baby and the
ball, it was an unbelievabl
Christmas."
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